Parish Council Meeting Minutes
December 2, 2025
Attendance: Lynn Boertje, Noelia Contreras, Jennifer Osborne, Barb Smith, Helen Glandon, Talana Gaskin-Butler, Kathie Carpenti, Malynda Garcia, Albert Damitio, Maria Julissa Gonzalez-Salotona, Paul Z and Farther Sean. 
Meeting called to order by Lynn and opened with prayer 6p by Father Sean
Motion to approve November meeting minutes (with Date for Family Movie Night Amended) by Helen with a Second from Kathie.
By-Laws will be Amended into a new electronic document: (Jennifer is getting a hard copy from Barb and will have it distributed to the council by the January 6th Meeting)
· A person(s) can be an employee of St Mary Parish and a part of the parish council with the advice and consent of parish council.
Business/Building Update
· Rectory heating issue
· Circulating pump needs replacing
· One is on order
· Toilet Seals in the girl’s bathrooms in school are being replaced
· Cleaning teams for church 
· Only two teams remain
· One more team needed
· Added to notables for volunteers
· Outreach Center
· Ceramic tile in foyer needs replacing
· Albert to work with facilities to get that taken care of as soon as possible to prevent possible injury
· Security System
· Mike is being directed to not wait for additional pieces of equipment as those can be added later
· System is expected to be activated ASAP as the system only needs keypads which we have received.
· Anything additional we are waiting for will be installed once it arrives, but this will not hinder activation
· Knights of Columbus
· Interested in beginning to meet at St Mary after the sale of their current building
Ministry Reports
· Religious Ed, Adult Evangelization & Youth Ministries presented by Paul Z.
· Adult Evangelization 
· Espanol 17 weeks beginning in January
· English Book of Roma 8 weeks beginning in January
· 10 people in RICA online and In-Person
· Religious Ed
· Thanksgiving project complete
· Christmas project “Christmas Wishes” beginning
· Liturgy of the Word Help desperately needed – Added to parish council notables asking for volunteers
· Hispanic Ministry
· Report submitted and reviewed by parish council
Nankin Family of Parishes
· Next meeting is December 19th
AOD Restructuring
· Key parish Leaders have been chosen by Father Sean
· Lynn B, Jane D, Mike H, Noelia C, and Thomas H
· Goal is to provide feedback on plans of restructuring as provided
· For all information, please refer to Restructuring.AOD.org
· THE AOD is taking a very synodal approach.
· Very transparent
· Really looking at input from parishioners
· Plans are expected to begin going into effect July 1st, 2027
· Final plan is still way out in the future
· People are needed to facilitate upcoming listening sessions at other parish groupings
Giving and Memorial Tree
· Flyer printing needed
· Lynn sending mockup to Fr Sean for him to handle the printing
Outreach Update
· Downstairs
· 393 people in need in Nov
· Upstairs 
· 424 people in need in Nov
· Infant and toddler clothing needed
· Toys for all ages 
· Revaluating #s of visits per family per month 
· May need to go back to 2 visits per month
· Updating the volunteer handbook by Malynda which will be handed out to all volunteers.
Next year (2026) entry fee will be increased to $2
Open Floor
Family Advent Sunday
· Successful
· Ran out of food
· Veronica will provide head count to Office or Council once information is compiled
Magic Carpet Show
· May be postponed due to illness of one of the troupe members
· Right now scheduled for January 29th
Round Robin -“What would you like to see happen within Parish Council this next year”
· Grow the parish
· Talana 
· Julissa
· Wants to help wherever she can, not sure how just yet
· Getting settled into her new role on council
· Noelia
· Bring together both Hispanic and non-Hispanic community of St Mary 
· Jennifer
· Find a Chair for this years Cruisin’ St Mary event so she can help before they move in 2027
· Wants to keep all the fundraisers and community outreaches going to keep the parish alive for many years to come
· Helen
· Be a part of the council to help wherever she can
· Malynda
· Grow the parish
· Reach out to the youth to get them more involved
· Kathie
· To be involved and to know what is going on in the parish
· To help wherever she can
· Lynn
· To have some kind of drive to help grow the parish
· Encourage those that attend but are not members to sign up
· Reach out to the community to try to gain new parishioners
Upcoming Events
· Our Lady of Guadalupe December 12
· Family Movie Night December 13th
· St. Mary Charity Poker Night
· December
· Thursday December 18th and Friday December 19th 
· 5:45p to 2am
· Saturday December 20th and Sunday December 21st
· 9:30a to 6p
· VFW Craft Show December 20th – All proceeds go to the Outreach center!
· Rosary Rally January 3rd01/31 to 02/01 Men’s Retreat @ St Paul of the Cross
· Rising from the Ashes Eucharistic Revival will be in Detroit July 2026
· $50 per person 8a-8p
· $ goes to other ministries
· See Kathie C for additional details
Next Meeting
Tuesday January 6th at 6p in the Holy Family Room

